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Win.The role of antigen in modulating the efficiency of tumour cell responses to host immune
effector mechanisms. An essential feature of the tumour-host interaction is that host immune
effector mechanisms are often unable to eradicate tumours even when they are resistant to
immunosuppressive environments or when tumours are inherently immunogenic. We have
demonstrated that tumour cells can inhibit the immune response to themselves by several different
mechanisms. We believe this occurs when tumour antigens enter the host response and the tumour
cells present mimics of self, or'self-like' antigens. Tumour cell responses are in part dependent upon
lymphocyte binding to tumour cells, and also on the nature of the tumour cell. This prevents tumour
cells from presenting more typical extracellular antigens, and also induces resistance to conventional
antibodies. Tumour cells may mimic self antigens by presenting tumour-specific antigens as self
antigens, and non-self antigens as self antigens. Finally, it is possible that tumour-specific antigens
are lost as a result of allelic exclusion or unknown mechanisms. We believe that the ability of tumour
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